


The Yellow Peril is the fear that Asians pose
threats to the Western civilization. In North
America, it was fueled by the fear that Chinese
immigrants were going to take over jobs and
territory. The Yellow Peril stereotype was per-
petuated by negative depictions of Chinese
people as dirty, unwanted, exotic, and foreign.
n the present day, the Yellow Peril sentiment
showed up en masse during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, when the Asian community was blamed
for the virus and targeted for hate and vitriol.

The anti-Asian sentiments in Covid mirrors in-
cidents in the 1900s where Chinese people in
Canada were singled out for carrying small pox
or other infectious diseases. They were unfair-
ly quarantined, detained, and publicized in the
mainstream media. Chinese people were seen
as carriers of the disease. More than one hun-
dred and twenty years later, the negative ste-
reotype of Asians as carrier and transmitter of
disease was still visible during the Covid-19
pandemic.
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The Model Minority term was coined during the Civil
Rights movement in America as a way to pit the Asian
community against the Black community. Based on
the successful assimilation of Japanese Americans, the
model minority portrayed Asians as the role model for
other minority communities. The Model Minority Myth
painted Asians as high-achieving, obedient, and quiet
citizens. On the outside, such descriptions may seem
as a compliment, but studies have shown the detri-
ment and harmful effects of this myth, especially when
Asians internalize it as a method to fit into Western so-
Ciety. Stereotyping a group of people based on race,
positively or negatively, prevents us from acknowledg-
ing differences within minority groups and realizing
that the strength of our country lies in its diversity.

Asians are often characterized into two opposing
groups, either they are seen as the foreigner, or they
are seen as the model citizen. Despite the stereotype
of Canada having immigrant-friendly policies, the
Model Minority Myth is a deeply held belief within
Canadian culture. As Canadians, we tend to ignore our
racist historical past and compare ourselves to Ameri-
can counterparts and state that we are better. Howev-
er, this only contributes to the erasure of our negative
historical past.
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The Perpetual Foreigner or forever foreigner
stereotype can be connected to the Yellow Per-
il, which is based on the fear of Asians taking
over the West. Asians are often perceived as
foreigners, whether they actually are or have
been in Canada for generations. It is not
uncommon for a fourth-generation Chinese cit-
izen to be asked, “where you are really from?”
This question suggests that minorities are al-
ways considered foreigners and immigrants,
whereas Franco and Anglo Canadians are, by
default, Canadians.

Events such as the W5 incident, and Maclean'’s
“Too Asian” article, Anti-Asian racism during
Covid reveal how, despite the fact that Chinese
Canadians have been in the country since 1858,
Asian Canadians are still not always seen as
actual Canadian citizens.
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